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The Synergistic Effect of Rural E-commerce and Rural Tourism on the Return of Talent to
Rural Areas: Mechanisms, Pathways, and Policies
Xiangyun Hou
School of Finance and Economics, Chongging Three Gorges University

[Abstract] The outflow of rural labor leads to the hollowing out of villages, constraining rural revitalization. The
development of rural e—commerce and tourism offers new pathways to address the challenges of rural industries
and population decline, yet their impact on the return of rural talent requires empirical validation. Based on
microdata from 227 villages in the 2020 China Rural Revitalization Comprehensive Survey, an OLS regression
analysis reveals: the synergistic development of rural e—commerce and tourism significantly promotes talent return,
with effects surpassing those of a single industry, demonstrating a "1+1>2" multiplier effect; the mechanism operates
through three pathways—"policy empowerment, infrastructure support, and employment absorption"—while
heterogeneity analysis shows this effect is far stronger in plain regions than in non—plain areas.
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