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Diagnostic Challenges and Preventive Measures for Retained Fetal Membranes in Dairy
Cows
Xianghui Zhu

Eryuan County Animal Disease Prevention and Control Center, Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Dali Bai

Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province

[Abstract] Retained placenta in dairy cows is a common reproductive disorder following calving, significantly
impairing reproductive performance and lactation efficiency while causing substantial economic losses to the
dairy industry. Based on over a decade of field experience at the Er Yuan County Animal Husbandry Station in
Dali Prefecture, Yunnan Province, this study systematically analyzes the etiological factors and diagnostic
challenges of retained placenta in Er Yuan County dairy cows. Effective integrated traditional Chinese and
Western medicine prevention strategies are summarized, along with targeted control recommendations. As a key
milk production base in Dali Prefecture, Er Yuan County predominantly employs decentralized cattle farming
practices with uneven management standards, resulting in high incidence rates of retained placenta and a severe
prevention landscape. This research aims to provide practical references for grassroots livestock practitioners,
enhance diagnostic capabilities for retained placenta cases, and promote sustainable development of dairy farming
in Er Yuan County.
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