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A Python-Based Quantitative Analysis of the Evolution of China’s Rural Policy Texts:
Evidence from the Central No. 1 Documents (2015-2026)
Xu Gao

School of English Studies, Xi’an International Studies University
[Abstract] The Central No. 1 Document serves as a key policy guide for China’s agriculture, rural areas, and
farmers. Its diachronic evolution provides valuable insights into shifts in the country’s rural governance strategy.
Given the large volume and unstructured nature of policy texts, traditional qualitative analysis is often
insufficient for identifying underlying quantitative patterns. Drawing on computational linguistics, this study
examines 12 Central No. 1 Documents issued between 2015 and 2026 and develops a corpus—based text mining
framework for policy analysis. The findings indicate that China’s rural policy priorities have evolved through
distinct stages over the past decade. Three major transformations in governance logic are identified: the
transition from targeted poverty alleviation to regularized anti—poverty monitoring, the continued strengthening
of food security as a strategic priority, and the increasing emphasis on upgrading county—level industrial value
chains. Based on these findings, the study proposes improvements to text—mining approaches for policy research,
enhanced identification of stage—specific policy characteristics, and better alignment between governance
mechanisms and evolving rural development objectives. The results provide empirical evidence for
understanding the evolution of China’s rural policies and contribute to more accurate policy interpretation.
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