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Causes and Prevention & Control Countermeasures of Echinococcosis in Cattle and Sheep
in Plateau Pastoral Areas
Danzeng Kelsang

Xizang Autonomous Region

[Abstract] The alpine nomadic environment of the plateau facilitates the cyclic prevalence of echinococcosis in
cattle and sheep, which poses a severe threat to animal husbandry production as well as human and livestock
health in pastoral areas. Based on on—site manifestations observed during grazing, this paper sorts out the clinical
symptoms of infected cattle and sheep and the losses incurred to the livestock industry and local residents. It
analyzes multiple pathogenic factors from four transmission links: canine hosts, grassland environments, grazing
patterns, and folk unregulated slaughtering. Furthermore, five practical countermeasures are put forward,
including source control, environmental decontamination, protection of cattle and sheep, closed disposal of
infected viscera, and mass joint prevention at the grassroots level. The integrated management scheme adapts to
the actual conditions of plateau pastoral areas, such as scattered livestock rearing, long—distance transhumance,
and insufficient grassroots epidemic prevention capacity, and can provide practical references for the regular
prevention and control of bovine and ovine echinococcosis in plateau pastoral regions.
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