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Current Status, Deficiencies, and Countermeasures of Social Support for Rural Families
with Disabled Children
Songfang Shi
School of Marxism, Quzhou University

[Abstract] This study adopts a qualitative research approach to conduct an in—depth investigation of social
support issues for families with disabled children in rural areas, using Quzhou City as the research subject. The
findings reveal that rural families with disabled children require multifaceted social support including financial
assistance, rehabilitation training, special education, and psychological counseling. The current social support
system exhibits four main deficiencies: 1) While basic support is generally available, its scope and intensity
remain limited; 2) Support predominantly focuses on material assistance with insufficient emotional support; 3)
Universal welfare provisions outweigh personalized support measures; 4) Inadequate mobilization of social
resources and poor coordination among stakeholders. To address these issues, the study proposes the following
recommendations: strengthen governmental leadership to enhance both the quantity and quality of support
services; balance universal welfare with personalized assistance through targeted support mechanisms; optimize
the social support structure by establishing collaborative systems; and foster an inclusive social environment to
facilitate active community integration for these families.
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